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SUB J : AFRICAN WOOD ORGANIZATION 

REF: LIBREVILLE 1074 

SUMMARY: ORGANISATION AFRICAINE DU BOIS (OAB) CONCLUDED 
FOURTH MINISTERIAL SESSION DECEMBER 1 1 WITH ACCESSION OF 
ZAIRE AND WITH AGREEMENT ON PROVISIONAL BUDGET AND ON INITIAL 
TASKS FOR SECRETARIAT, BUT EVIDENTLY STILL HAS LONG WAY TO GO 
BEFORE BECOMING EFFECTIVE FUNCTIONING BODY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . FOURTH MINISTERIAL MEETING OF OAB CONVENED IN LIBRE- 
VILLE DECEMBER 6-1 1 IN KEEPING WITH SCHEDULE ESTABLISHED 
AT PREVIOUS SESSION HELD HERE IN JUNE (REFTEL). ELEVEN OF 
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LATEST SESSION (ALL BUT ANGOLA, MOZAMBIQUE, AND STP), 

AND WERE JOINED BY ZAIRE AS BOTH ATTENDEE AND SIGNATORY OF 
OAB STATUTES. 

2. IN INTERIM BETWEEN MEETINGS, SECRETARIAT HAD BEEN GIVEN 
TASK OF PREPARING PROPOSALS ON BUDGET, WORK PROGRAM, PER- 
SONNEL REGULATIONS, AND INTERNAL PROCEDURES. ACCORDING TO 
FINAL COMMUNIQUE AND SPEECHES, ALL BUT BUDGET WERE APPROVED. 
SECRETARIAT WAS AUTHORIZED PROCEED WITH RECRUITMENT OF 
NECESSARY PERSONNEL AND WAS ALLOCATED PROVISIONAL BUDGET TO 
COVER INITIAL EXPENDITURES, BUT OVERALL BUDGET PROPOSAL WAS 
REJECTED ON GROUNDS OF INADEQUATE DOCUMENTATION. INITIAL 
WORK PROGRAM, AS APPROVED BY MINISTERS, WILL COMPRISE 
COMPARATIVE STUDY OF LEGISLATION AND REGULATIONS IN VARIOUS 
MEMBER STATES CONCERNING EXPLOITATION AND MANAGEMENT OF 
FOREST RESOURCES; STUDY OF EXISTING WOOD INDUSTRIES, MARKET 
POTENTIAL, PRICES, AND FREIGHT RATES; AND COMPILATION OF 
AVAILABLE STUDIES ON UNDERUTILIZED SPECIES. 

3. CONFEREES DECIDED TO HOLD NEXT MINISTERIAL MEETING IN 
KINSHASA DURING THIRD QUARTER OF 1977. 

4. COMMENT: ZAIRE ACCESSION BRINGS MEMBERSHIP OF OAB 
TO FIFTEEN. THOUGH NON-ATTENDANCE OF THREE "FOUNDING 
MEMBERS" CASTS DOUBT ON FIRMNESS OF THEIR ADHERENCE TO 
ORGANIZATION. STP IS NOT EXPORTER OF WOOD IN ANY EVENT, 

BUT PRESENCE OF ANGOLA AND MOZAMBIQUE AT JUNE SESSION 
WAS SUBJECT OF PARTICULAR LOCAL REJOICING SO THAT THEIR 
LOSS OF INTEREST WOULD BE A REAL BLOW TO GOG ASPIRATIONS 
FOR OAB FUTURE. 

5. OAB APPEARS TO BE HAVING USUAL ADMINISTRATIVE DIF- 
FICULTIES IN GETTING ITSELF ORGANIZED, BUT DELEGATES 
PRESENT LIBREVILLE EVIDENTLY PUSHED SECRETARIAT HARD 
FOR MORE RAPID PROGRASS. DESPITE THEIR URGINGS, HOWEVER, 

OAB IS PROBABLY LONG WAY FROM BECOMING EFFECTIVE FUNCTION- 
ING BODY, EVEN WITHIN LIMITED MANDATE ENVISAGES BY ITS 
FOUNDERS. STEIGMAN 
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